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Multi Purpose Cement (MPC) is one of South Africa’s leading manufacturer and distributor of Blended 
Cement. Situated in the Pretoria West Industrial area, MPC was established in 1997 and was one of the first 

factories dedicated to bringing blended cement to the South African market and neighbouring states.

In 1998 Multi Purpose Cement obtainedthe SABS mark for the 2.5mpa masonry cement. Followed in 2002 
with the manufacture and SABS mark for general purpose 32.5mpa cement. In 2008 a high quality tile 

adhesive was added to the product line up.

Click here to visit our website

http://multipurposecement.co.za/
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CASSPIR MK IV  
MINE PROTECTION VEHICLE

SPECIAL::
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…You’ve experienced the safest 
place in the world. Welcome to 

the latest generation of ultimate GI-Joe 
kit – The Casspir MK IV is the machine 
to be in if you’re keen on a lazy few days 
of mine sweeping action and battle area 
clearance. And that’s not all.

The handbrake is a knob-type 
device that looks like an oversized 
choke on the dash to the right of the 
driver. Just add water, the Gerotek 
skidpan and armfuls of steering lock 
and abracadabra… we’re drifting in a 
1 100Nm, 12-ton beast. I really never 
thought I’d see the day!

Well, that day was Friday the 10th of 
September at a special press preview 
of the Monster’s revival, just before 
its official unveiling at the African 
Aerospace and Defense (AAD) Expo at 
Ysterplaat Air Force Base, in Cape Town 
just thereafter. 

Although an informal event with 
seven of us invited, there was a tangible 
‘military’ aura that filled the air. Naturally, 
this is very serious business and without 
delay, our introduction to the all new 
Casspir MK IV mine resistant armour 
protected (MRAP) personnel carrier was 
made by representatives of Mechem, a 
subsidiary of State-owned Denel.

To be frank, Casspir has not only 
become the benchmark for the safe 
transportation of military personnel 
worldwide, but has developed an 
awesome cult status for being one of the 
meanest machines known to man. Take 
for example its most recent starring role 
in the blockbuster hit District 9.

Just over 31-years since the inception 
of the 1st generation Casspir, Mechem 
has revived the legend with this new 
model. It is stronger, faster and more 
user-friendly. In fact, besides its claimed 
ability to withstand a blast of 21kg of 
TNT, the revised drivetrain means the 
option of either an auto our manual 
gearbox and a 100km/h top end. This is 
coupled to an improved interior, better 
protection levels and an even stronger 
hull, which means it can take far more 
of artillery and bomb beating.

So with the latest model introducing 

a number of new features to meet the 
requirements of modern military and 
peacekeeping operations, we set out to 
test exactly what it could do. Gerotek 
has been the base for pretty much all 
SA military testing for decades now and 
nothing the facility could throw at us, 
Casspir couldn’t conquer. Including the 
skidpan as mentioned.

Yup, this is the real deal folks. It 
was immediately obvious that the 
company had invested a great deal 
of resources into conceptualising the 
skills and equipment that has become 
the standard preference for de-mining 
operations. We all know that the Casspir 
is widely used by the military, police 
forces and private security companies 
across the world. However, its most 
notable feather in the proverbial cap 
is that Mechem is still the only African 
company accredited by the United 
Nations (UN) for demining operations. 

Quoting from a Mechem press 
release: “The company has made 
a contribution to the security and 
peacekeeping industries – executing 
demining operations across Africa and 
successfully clearing land for civilian 
use. The company has become an 
invaluable partner to the UN working 

YOU HAVEN’T LIVED UNTIL…

closely with the organisation in 
countries such as Angola, Afghanistan, 
Bosnia, Eritrea, Iraq, Mozambique, 
Croatia, Sudan, DRC and Somalia 
successfully clearing in excess of 225 
million square meters of land.” 

Further to this, Mechem has also 
provided Contraband Detection 
services for a number of years 

through the use of MEDDS (Mechem 
Explosive and Drug Detection 
System); a unique system of capturing 
air samples of a specified area and 
analysing the samples in a controlled 
environment. The MEDDS system was 
recently donated to the Mpumalanga 
canine unit of SA Police Services 
following the successful use by the 
canine unit for Contraband Detection 
at a railway track adjacent to the 
Lebombo border post

So Mechem means business and 
the Casspir is a machine to be taken 
lightly at your peril. Sadly however, 
these beasts are not for sale to you or I, 
even if you do have the odd $120 000 to 
$150 000 (depending on spec) just lying 
around. At least we got to play out a real 
childhood fantasy and armed with one 
of these, as far as I’m concerned… G.I 
Joe se moer! ■

STAY SAFE SA | April 2018 | 7

Just over 31-years since the inception of the 1st generation 
Casspir, Mechem has revived the legend with this new 
model. It is stronger, faster and more user-friendly.


	Button 1: 
	Button 2: 


